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Community Resources for People with Autism,
 a Division of
The Association For Community Living
Receives $19,980 Grant from The Doug Flutie, Jr. Foundation for Autism, Inc.
Community Resources for People with Autism, a Division of The Association For Community Living at One Carando Drive in Springfield, received a $19,980 grant from The Doug Flutie, Jr. Foundation for Autism, Inc. The grant will support critical needs of area families whose family member has been diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder (ASD).

 

The grant will provide stipends to low and moderate-income families to meet critical needs of families such as social skills training, sensory equipment, consultation, or special diet expenses. It will also help fund educational advocates who help families obtain adequate school programs for their children. Advocates are considered critical to helping parents navigate school systems on their child’s behalf.

 

Announcement of the grant was made by Lisa A. Borges, Executive Director of the Flutie Foundation, whose Board of Directors approved the grant in December 2007. 

 

Donald J. Fletcher, Executive Director of The Association For Community Living, said the allocation would provide important support in the lives of children with ASD. Community Resources for People with Autism Division Director, David Specht, Ph.D., concurred. “The stipends we can provide with the Flutie Foundation grant help children whose needs cannot be met through other resources. With the addition to our rolls of 349 new families since July 2005, and no new State family support funding for the last nine years, these grant funds are critical.” 

 

Community Resources for People with Autism was founded in 1989 to support children with autism and their families. It serves more than 884 families in all four counties of western Massachusetts. For more information about Community Resources services please see our website at www.communityresourcesforautism.org
 

The Association for Community Living was founded in 1952 by five mothers of children with developmental disabilities. The five mothers, dedicated to raising their children at home, created a web of supportive community and family support so their children could thrive in this setting. 
 Headquartered in Springfield, The Association has offices in Athol, Easthampton, Greenfield, Northampton, and Pittsfield. The Association provides support, resources and programs to 1335 individuals with developmental disabilities and over 1011 families in 86 cities and towns in Western Massachusetts and northern Worcester County. For more information on The Association For Community Living, visit our new website at www.theassn.org.      

 

To make a donation, include us in your will, donate appreciated stock, or give a charitable planned gift to The Association For Community Living or Community Resources for People with Autism, please contact Beverly Herbert, Director of Development and External Communications, at (800) 536-2910 X177, or visit the website at www.theassn.org. Click the link “Make a Gift” or email us at donations@theassn.org to request more information. 

